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Food and drink

Restaurants

o Brasil Coffee House

LICis home to two outlets of this brightly
lit java joint. The menu boasts many
coffee creations, as well as chewy
cheesebread, yuca coconut cake, and
Brazilian snacks like coxinha and
chicken pie. @48-19 Vernon Blvd at
48th Ave (718-729-5969). Daily 7am—
10pm. @45-02 23rd St at 45th Ave
(718-729-7424). Mon—Fri 7am-5pm.

o Café Henri

This French bistro has a Sunday brunch
thatis trés magnifique—and,
accordingly, the small space is
frequently packed. If crowds aren’t your
thing, worry not: They deliver! 10-10
50th Ave at Vernon Blvd (718-383-
9315). Daily Sam—midnight.

o Communitea

This friendly granola-and-bandana spot
has become the chief hangout for
neighborhood newbies. Here, you can fill
up on leafy mesclun salads, sandwiches
on multigrain bread and a host of panini,
then pick from an unusually long list of
teas. It's like a good university-town
beanery with Wi-Fiaccess, immersed in
study-hall quiet. 47-02 Vernon Blvd at
47th Ave(718-729-7708). Mon—Fri
8Sam—8pm, Sat Yam—6pm,; Sun Yam—
6pm.

o The Creek and the Cave

This slick but unpretentious taqueria
draws artsy young locals to its brick-
walled, tin-ceilinged space for a touch of
the left coast in Queens. Standouts
include zesty guacamole, tofu burritos,
as well as fresh-juice margaritas in
flavors like watermelon and strawberry.
A downstairs lounge hosts live music on
Fridays and Saturdays, and a terrace
allows diners to imagine they're soaking
up California rays—along with the New

City View Racquet Club
Opening its doors this August, this
membership-based tennis facility will
have seven Har-Tru courts, four squash
courts, state-of-the-art fitness facilities
and a spa (offering a variety of massage
techniques to help you work out that
tennis elbow). 43-26 32nd Pl between
Queens Blvd and Skillman Ave (718-698-
3664, cityviewracquet.com). Call or check
webstte for membership information.

Emerald Spa
This full-service spa boasts a steam
room, Jacuzzi and a swimming pool.
Afterafull day of relaxing treatments
including reflexology, massage, facials
and body scrubs, you can continue the
self-indulgence with dinner right in the
spa. 38-15 Northern Blvd at 38th St
(718-433-1224, emeraldspa.net). Daily
11am—11pm. Admission $25; food and
services cost extra.

Gantry Plaza State Park
Once an unsavory place toavoid, the 2.5-
acreriverside park with stunning
Manhattan views is now one of the LIC’s
jewels. Facilities include basketball
courts, playgrounds, handball courts,
manicured emerald lawns and a fishing
pier with its own cleaning table.
Summertime finds the piers lined with
the suntanning crowd, and the
basketball and handball courts along
48th Avenue teem with shirtless hotties.
50-50 2nd St at 51st St (718-786-6385).

LIC Community Boathouse
The East River isn’t just something to
gaze at fromall those new condos lining
the water’s edge; the boathouse offers
free boat tours, walk-up canoe and kayak
rides in protected coves, and a variety of
educational and recreational paddling
programs. Their curriculum aims to
raise awareness about New York City’s
aquatic ecology. 4-40 44th Dr at Anable
Cove (718-228-9214, lichoathouse.org).
Programming and tours weather
dependant.

Long Island City YMCA
TheY offers a variety of programs and
services for kids, teens and adults,
including Gymnastics 101, teen swim
classes and tai chi. Privateand
semiprivate fitness training is available.
It’s got a clean and well-maintained
weight room, an indoor lap pool, an
indoor basketball court, an aerobics
studio and fitness facilities. Village
People be damned—the locker rooms
aren’t that cruisy. 32-23 Queens Blvd at
32nd Pl (718-392-7932, ymcanyc.org).
Mon—Fri 5am—11pm; Sat 6am-9pm,
Sun 8am-8pm.

NYC Paintball
Feeling stressed-out? Grab a big paint
gun and blast your opponents with

York City noise. 10-93 Jackson Ave at
11th St (718-706-8783). Tue—Thu
11am—11pm; Fri 11am—-midmight, Sat
Spm—midnight; Sun 3—10pm.

e Da Gianni

The vibe at Da Gianni is formal—thisis a
white-tablecloth establishment. The
Tuscan-Neapolitan menu is
straightforward. Highlights include
juicy seared scallops served with
braised, bitter radicchio, and bone-in
veal chop stuffed with creamy fontina
cheese. 21-50 44th Dr between 21st and
22nd Sts (718-707-0442). Mon—Fri
noon—3pm, 5-10:30pm; Sat 5-11pm.

o Five Star Restaurant

In the shadow of Silvercup Studios,
you'll find excellent Indian edibles. The
waiters are slow and expressionless, but
don’t be put off: The food is fantastic. Try
the spicy vegetable biryani or creamy
chicken tikka masala. 13-05 43rd Ave at
13th St (718-784-8484). Daily 11am—
midnight.

o Harry’s at Water Taxi Beach
New York Water Taxi president Tom
Fox teamed up with Schnick owner
Harry Hawk to create this seasonal beach
bar (with sand imported from New
Jersey) and restaurant in Long Island
City. It's one of the most friendly and
relaxing spots to spend a summer
afternooninNYC. You'll regularly find
film screenings, DJ sets and plenty of
other summer diversions. On the menu:
summer grill grub like hot dogs, burgers
and fish tacos. There’s also a killer view
of the Manhattan skyline. Borden Ave at
the East River (watertaxibeach.com).
Fri—Sun noon—midnight. Hours may
vary by event. Check website for details.

o Jackson Avenue Steakhouse
Abit pricey for these parts (long bone-in
prime dry-aged Black Angusrib eye will

Harry’s at Water Taxi Beach

angry red and green liquid at this
paintball facility, which includes two
large indoor fields, an arcade, a café and
everything youneed for a day of

simulated violent fun. 47-11 Van Dam St :

at 47th Ave (888-722-5569,
newyorkcitypaintball.com). Prices and
hours vary.

Queensbridge Park
Named for—and in the shadow of—
nearby Queensboro Bridge, this 20-acre
park across from the Queensbridge
Houses has baseball fields (with
floodlights); a soccer-football
combination field; basketball and

volleyballand courts; a playground with :
swings and jungle gyms; a spray shower; :

a comfort station; picnic areas; quaint
flower beds; and welcome shade trees.
Boisterous family barbecues let you

know that it’s summer in the city. Vernon

Blvd at the East River.

Tennisport

set you back $67), but definitely delicious,
this place has top-notch service.
Amazingly (for a steak house), they
deliver! 12-23 Jackson Ave between 47th
Rd and 48th Ave (718-784-1412). Mon—
Thu 11:30am—10pm,; Fri 11:30am—
11pm; Sat 5—11pm; Sun 3—10pm.

e Lounge 47

A must for anyone visiting LIC—just
one subway stop into Queens, you'll find
abar decked out with '60s and '70s
furniture and mirrors, and vintage
wallpaper from Holland. Reasonably
priced cocktails and a full bar menu pull
in folks from the neighborhood,
Silvercup Studios and P.S.1. The patio
garden dining area is comfy and
charming; the service is consistently
friendly and fast. 47-10 Vernon Blvd
between 47th Ave and 47th Rd (718-937-
2044). Mon—Thu, Sun noon—1am, Fri,
Sat noon—2am.

@ Manducatis

Talk about a personal touch: A black-
and-white childhood photo of chef and
co-owner Ida Cerbone stares at diners
from every plate, bowl and mug in her
tough-to-find restaurant. The shrimp alla
Ida—a blissfully creamy, garlic-heavy
concoction served on homemade
linguine—is just one reason to make the
effort to get here. Other must-trys
include old-fashioned baked clams and
veal marsala topped with shiitake
mushrooms. And evenif you'renota
regular, the staff will make you feel right
athome. 13-27 Jackson Ave at 47th Ave
(718-729-4602). Mon—Frinoon-3pm,
5-10pm; Sat 5-10pm.

@ Masso

This café and lounge doesn’t shake up
the neighborhood, but it does deliver
reliable Italian food. Francine DiTomaso
(Luca Lounge) and husband James
Powers have created boho ambiance
withantique-style metal fansand a
soundtrack of sultry French pop. The
menu s filled with solidly executed,
generously portioned dishes. 47-25
Vernon Blvd at 47th Rd (718-482-8151).
Mon—Thu 4pm—midnight; Fri 4pm—
2amy; Sat 11am—2am; Sun 11am—
midnight.

@ Riverview

The nighttime view of Gotham’s spires
from the Queens waterfront is
spectacular but disorienting. Where are
weagain? Oh, yeah, there’s the Pepsi
sign. Riverview is located in a slick
space on the ground floor of a high-rise
inanew Battery Park City-style
waterfront development. The food
reveals a fresh approach to nouveau
American. A rewarding filet mignon
comes with truffled taro-root puree; tuna
tartare comes with wasabi roe. And they

all come with sides of the Empire State
and Chrysler Buildings. 2-01 50th Ave
(enter at 49th Ave and Center Blvd)
(718-392-5000). Mon—Thu 11am—
10:30pm; Fri, Sat 11am—midnight; Sun
10am—10pm.

@ Sage American Kitchen
Popular with the Citibank building set,
Sage serves up tasty homemade
sandwiches, soups and desserts. The
work crowd is Sage’s bread and butter—
afactreflected in the joint’s hours. Still,
the divine cupcakes are worth a daytime
trip here even if you don’t work in the
neighborhood. 26-21 Jackson Ave at
44th Dr (718-361-0707). Mon—Fri
Sam—4pm.

@ Tournesol

With MoMA QNS long gone, locals can
get tables again at this terrific (and
affordable) bistro. Garlicky escargots,
tender steak frites and flavorful grilled
chicken are definitive versions of
familiar dishes, and the nonfroufrou
desserts are first-rate. 50-12 Vernon
Blvd between 50th and 51st Aves (718-
472-4355). Tue—Fri 11:30am—-3pm,
5:30-11:30pm; Sat 11:30am—3:30pm,
5:30-11:30pm; Sun 11:30am—3:30pm,
5-10pm.

@ TukTuk

Originally located on Brooklyn’s
restaurant row, Smith Street, this
charming Thai joint made the jump
north to LIC in 2005. Try the grilled beef
lemongrass salad and (if you're a fan of
baked waterfowl) the “Duckaholic.” 49-
06 Vernon Blvd at 49th Ave (718-472-
5597, tuktukny.com). Mon—"Thu, Sun
11:30am—10pm;, Fri, Sat 11:30am—
10:30pm.

@ Wasabi Boy

Located near the Citibank building,
Wasabi Boy serves greasy-yet-yummy
fare to the workaday crowd, as well as
locals and art scenesters visiting P.S.1.
You'll find all the staples here: tempura,
sushi, miso soup. Try the tasty tonkatsu
pork cutlets or delicious lobster teriyaki.
24-17 Jackson Ave at 45th Rd (718-786-
9988). Mon—Fri 11am—10:30pm; Sat,
Sun 4-10pm.

@ Waterfront Crabhouse

The brick building and boxing-
memento-laden bar date from the 1880s,
when riverfront rowdies swarmed the
ferry dock just yards away. The dining
room is decorated with Victorian
carousel ponies; the service is
extrafriendly. Ambience is the draw
here; the food is frozen quality at best. 2-
03 Borden Ave at 2nd St (718-729-
4862). Mon, Tue noon—10pm; Wed, Thu
noon—11pm; Fri, Sat noon—midnight;
Sun 3-10pm.

Rise to power

Opensince 1974, New York City’s largest

semiprivate tennis facility, Tennisport,
offers 16 indoor red clay courts and eight
outdoor Har-Tru courts, as well lessons,
massage, a proshop and a restaurant—

alla Penn-ball bounce away from the East

River. 51-24 2nd St between Borden and
51st Aves (718-392-1880).

The Yoga Room
Down dog! This bright and airy yoga
center has classes in several forms, such
asvinyasa and anusara, as well as
Pilates, massage and acupuncture. The
second floor hosts a lounge area and
store, where such goods as yoga mats,
bags, rugs, straps, and aromatherapy
balms and sprays are on offer. 5-46 50th
Ave between Vernon Blvd and 5th St
(718-274-0255, yogaroomlic.com).
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: The developments
: continue. Don’t get
locked out.

* You may have missed your chance
i tosnaga flatin Rockrose
: Development Corporation’s
: second East Coast LIC apartment
: tower, which was completed in
i January and fully rented by April.
i Butdon’t worry—there are more
¢ buildings going up in Long Island
i City. Alot more.
“They're literally building a new
i city over here; says Nest Seekers
i International vice president Eric
: Benaim,who estimates there will
i be about 15,000 new apartments
¢ inthe area within five years.
:  The Queens waterfront began to
: changein late 1997 with the
i completion of the 43-story
: Citylights co-op. The AvalonBay
: Riverview—also 43 stories—
i opened in 2002, followed by the
: first East Coast LIC tower in 2006
i and the second in January 2007. A
: third is due in November, and the
i 22-acre East Coast LIC site should
i be home to seven buildings and
i more than 3,000 apartments by
¢ January 2010. Asecond
: AvalonBay tower is nearly
i complete,and a nearby brick

== : building that once housed steam

turbines is being turned into the
PowerHouse condominiums.
Those buildings are clustered
near the Pepsi sign on the East
River,and just to the south some
5,000 apartments, 60 percent of
them for people with modest
incomes, are supposed to be built
on a 24-acre, city-owned parcel
near the mouth of Newtown Creek.
Queens Plaza is another
development hot spot—Silvercup
Studios is planning to erect four
buildings near the Queens side of
the 59th Street Bridge, and the
glass-clad View59 condo is going
up just north of the bridge’s
entrance. The area around the
Citicorp tower is thick with
construction sites as well,and
Benaim recently bought a unit at
the nearby Arris Lofts, a factory-
turned-condo due to close in June.
All the development is good
news to Min Chen, co-owner of
Lounge 47, which opened nearly
fouryears ago on Vernon
Boulevard. Chen,who moved here
two and a half years ago, says the
new apartments mean more
customers for her bar and the
prospect of more local amenities.
But has the influx of condo
dwellers ruined this friendly nabe’s
unique vibe? “Not so far,” she
maintains.—Scot Meyer

@ Water’s Edge

Water’s Edge occupies the “fancy” end of
upscale. Still, Gallic chef Georges
Masraff’s cuisine is anything but fusty.
Try such inventively prepared seafood
asa peppered ahi-tuna crackling roll, or
fare “from the farm”—steak, duckling
and a “five-napkin hamburger.” Linger
over dessert, and let requests to the
crooning piano player extend the
romance. East River at 44th Dr (718-
482-0033). Mon—Frinoon—3pm, 5:30—
11pm; Sat 5:30-11pm.

@ Domaine Bar a Vins

Weary subway commuters need only
stumble out of the 7 train station to find
this restorative vino refuge. The intimate
room’s vintage lights and leather-topped
stools welcome hand-holding couples
and affluent professionals from the
nearby waterfront condos. They sip from
alively selection of more than 40 old and
new world wines by the glass (stored in
antique wooden cabinets). After nibbling
free plates of olives and splurging on iced
oysters and clams, customers have it out
on the old-fashioned French foosball
table. 50-04 Vernon Blvd at 50th Ave
(718-784-2350). Tue—Sun 5pm—1am.

@ LaVuelta

AfteradayatP.S.1,La Vueltamakes an
excellent stop for the artfully inclined.
It'sa bustling Latin restaurant, bar,
gallery, warm-weather outdoor café and
musicstageallin one. 10-43 44th Dr
between 10thand 11th Sts (718-361-
1858). Mon 11am—10pm; Tue—Fri
11am—11pm; Sat, Sun 5—-10pm.

@ LcBar

The new owners inherited the previous
bar’s brick, wood and tin-ceiling fixtures,
then brought in a laid-back attitude all
their own—plus a much more extensive
drink selection. They alsoadded an
outdoor patio where you can smoke, tie
up the dog and even order delivery from
nearby restaurants. 45-58 Vernon Blvd
between 45th and 46th Rds (718-786-
5400). Mon—Wed 4pm—2am; Thu,
Fridpm—dam, Sat 1pm—4am,; Sun
Ipm—2am.

€ McReilly’s Pub

Surly Irish waitresses and poor lighting
somehow add to the charm of this no-
frills gin joint. Sunday brunch is a
seriously good deal. 46-42 Vernon Blvd
at46th Rd (718-786-7727). Daily
10am—11pm.

® PJLeahy’s

Just up the block from the 108th Precinct,
this bar is filled with New York’s Finest
and commuters seeking an immediate
blast of booze after getting off the 7 train.
50-02 Vernon Blvd at 50th Ave (718-
472-5131). Daily 11am—4am.

@ Shannon Pot

While LIC may be undergoing a rapid
Williamsburgization, this modest Irish
pub decorated with gnomes, sports-
favoring TVsand abundant neonisan
unaffected holdout. Museumgoers rub
elbows with graffitiartists (the taggers’
haven 5 Pointz is next door), workaday
joes and suits, who order properly
poured Guinness pints and sweet
Shannon Pot Shamrock Ales. Revelers
canalso fill up on pub grub including
burgers and fish and chips. 45-06 Davis
St at Jackson Ave (718-786-6992). Open
daily at 11am; closing time varies.

LIC Bar

© Art-0-Mat L.1.C.

Opening in 2005 after finding success in
an online incarnation, this store/gallery
features artisan-made items, with a
special emphasis on Long Island City
talent. The space also holds poetry
readings on the first Sunday of every
month, as well as various other
community events and workshops.
Check out the miniature neon Pepsi sign
in the shop! 46-46 Vernon Blvd between
46th and 47th Rds (artomal@licweb.
com, licweb.com/artomat). Fri, Sat
noon—7pm; Sun noon-5pm; other times
by appointment. Free.

© Bridgeview School of Fine Art
Founded by classically trained artists,
Bridgeview offers a unique program in
traditional drawing, painting and
sculpture based on the centuries-old
techniques developed by a long line of
European masters, now handed down
by the mostly Russian teaching staff.
10-27 46th Ave between Vernon Blvd
and 11th St, second floor (718-937-
1300, academicart.com).

e The Chocolate Factory Theater
This 5,000-square-foot multiarts facility
hosts theater, music and dance
performances, as well as a storefront
gallery space emphasizing the work of
Queens-based artists. It's also home to the
annual fund-raising event “A Taste of
LIC,” featuring food and drink from
eateriesall over the neighborhood. 5-49
49th Ave between Vernon Blvd and 5th St
(718-482-7069, chocolatefactorytheater.
org). Gallery open Fri, Sat 1-6pm.

0 Dorsky Gallery Curatorial
Programs

This nonprofit offers independent
curators a chance to exhibit contemporary
art. A recently completed program
featured works by groundbreaking
female artists, including Jenny Holzer,

2

Kiki Smith and Dana Schutz. 1 1-03 45th
Aveat 11th St (718-937-6317). Mon,
Thu—Sun 11am—6pm. Free.

Q Fisher Landau Center for Art
From mid-20th-century modern to new-
millennium masterpieces, this 25,000-
square-foot facility is home to more
than 1,100 pieces, spanning 1960 to the
present. Exhibitions have included
works from artists including Kiki
Smith, Jasper Johns and Andy Warhol.
38-27 30th St between 38th and 39th
Aves (718-937-0727, flcart.org). Mon,
Thu—Sun noon—5pm. Free.

o 5 Pointz/Crane Street Studios
Emerging from the tunnel on the 7 train,
it’s impossible to miss 5 Pointz, the
massive graffiti-covered complex at the
corner of Crane Street and Jackson
Avenue. The sprawling, ever-evolving
block-size “canvas” has held work by
some of the world’s most noted street
artists. Inside, you'll find (surprise!)
studios, which occasionally open their
doors to the public. Check their website
for dates and details. 46-23 Crane St at
Jackson Ave (css-lic.com).

o Flux Factory

A dynamic not-for-profit arts
organization and “incubation and
laboratory space” with a focus on
collaborative artworks, Flux provides a
computer center, darkroom, performance
space, musical recording studio and
publishing equipment. 38-38 43rd St
between Northern Blvd and 37th Ave
(718-707-3362, fluxfactory.org). Call or
check website for events and tours.

o Juvenal Reis Studios

More than 100 artists from around the
world work in this vast space. It
regularly opens to the public for artist
talks, workshops, open-studio tours and
shows. Check out their website for

information about internships and
visiting-artist programs. 43-01 22nd St
at 43rd Ave, fourth floor (718-570-
3663, juvenalreisstudios.com).

o Krypton Neon

The neon artisans at Krypton have
crafted glowing creations for the stage
and screen, and their works have been
exhibited in various galleries and
museums. Free tours are available by
appointment. 5-51 47th Ave at Vernon
Blvd (718-728-4450, neonshop.com).

@ LaGuardia Performing

Art Center

Located in CUNY’s LaGuardia
Community College, LPAC offers arange
of arts programming, including dance,
theater and music (from classical to jazz
androck). You'll also find a variety of
children’s, teen and family programs,
and prices are generally kept low to keep
arts accessible to the local community.
Inspired to get involved yourself? They
also offer a certificate program in arts
administration. 31-10 Thomson Ave at
31st St (718-482-5151, www.lagcc.cuny.
edu/lpac). Box office open Mon—Fri
10am—4pm, and one hour before curtain.

@ Laguna Music and Dance Studio
Under the auspices of Argentine
maestro Horacio Laguna, this school
offers instruction in various musical
instruments and forms of dance. 43-02
22nd St at 43rd Ave, suite 114B (718-
729-0967).

@ Long Island City Artists, Inc /
LIC Artlofts

The nonprofit collective Long Island
City Artists, Inc, sponsors and
organizes shows throughout Queens
and beyond. LIC Artlofts is yet another
neighborhood art-studio megaplex
that regularly hosts open studios.
37-06 36th St at 37th Ave, third floor
(718-784-2935, licartists.org). Call or
check website for open-studio and
exhibition dates.

@ Noguchi Museum

This museum offers a comprehensive
collection of sculptor Isamu Noguchi’s
works in stone, metal, wood and clay. The
small, serene garden is a blissful urban
oasis. Don’t forget to stop at the museum
store, which carries a full line of Noguchi
lamps and furniture. 9-01 33rd Rd at
Vernon Blvd (718-204-7088, noguchi.
0rg). Wed—Fri 10am—5pm; Sat, Sun
11am—6pm. $10, seniors and students $5,
New York City public high-school students
and children under 12 free.

@ P.S.1 Contemporary Art
Center

The superstar of Long Island City art
spaces, MoMA-affiliated P.S. 1is the

Ganty
State-Park

Plaza

ASTORIA

oldest and second-largest nonprofit arts
center in the United States devoted
solely devoted to contemporary art.
Summertime finds revelers from all
over the city and beyond drawn to the
massively popular Warm Up party (see
“Global warming”) held in the
museum’s courtyard. 22-25 Jackson
Ave at 46th Ave (718-784-2084, ps1.
org). Mon, Thu—Sun noon—6pm.
Suggested donation $5.

@ Repetti Gallery

Founded in 2002, this huge complex
encompasseses 12 private artist studios
and a 1,500-foot gallery space for
exhibitions and events. 44-02 23rd St at
44th Ave, fourth floor (718-670-3226,
repetti.org). Wed—Sun noon—-5pm. Free.

@ SculptureCenter

This institution is dedicated to
experimental and innovative
developments in contemporary sculpture.
Located ina former trolley-repair shop,
you'll find exhibits by emerging and
established national and international
artists. 44-19 Purves St between Jackson
and Thomson Aves (718-361-1750,
sculpture-center.org). Mon, Thu—Sun
11am—6pm. Suggested donation $5.

@ Socrates Sculpture Park
This former riverside landfill and
illegal dump site is now an
internationally renowned outdoor
museum with an artist residency
program. It offers a great chance to see
large-scale work ina unique NYC
environment. In the warmer months,
catch outdoor screenings of art films
from around the world and free fitness
classes. 32-01 Vernon Blvd at
Broadway (718-956-1819,
socratessculpturepark.org). Daily
10am—sunset. Free.

SculptureCenter i

Global warming

P.S.1heatsup
again. This year, you
finally go.

This summer marks the 11th
year of PS.1's Warm Up series,
and by now, you probably know
the deal. It's a weekly Saturday-
afternoon outdoor DJ jam (blah
blah blah) feels like a rave (uh-
huh uh-huh) where new media
and edgy sounds mash up—
heard it all before. And yet: We
can’t wait to come back. How
does something so popularand
long-lasting remain so fresh?
Reinvention. This summer the
series, which kicked off June 30
and runs for ten weeks, has
been expanded to include more
live bands, experimental music
and performance in addition to
the traditional DJ sets.

The backdrop for the fest is
an artwork called Liquid Sky—
rain or shine, revelers will dance
underneath the canopy of
psychedelic Mylar artistry in the
PS.1 courtyard,immersed in
kaleidoscopic patterns of color
created by sunlight filtering
through the array of translucent,
tinted petals. (They resemble

blossoming flowers of stained
glass.) Liquid Sky was designed
by L.A.-based Ball-Nogues with
Paul Endres as part of PS.1 and
MoMA’s Young Architects
Program. For the adjacent
outdoor gallery, the team has
also designed Droopscape, a
slack, curved belly of single-
sheet Mylar that flows in the
wind. Gravity-dependent tip
buckets, perched on the
supporting drench towers,
periodically soak visitors below.
Stop by when not jamming to
sets from Ursula 1000 (July 28)
and Escort (August 25).

That the borough’s premier
art space also happens to be
host to one of the city’s most
unique and visionary dance
parties is emblematic of Long
Island City’s unpredictable and
forward-thinking ethos.
—Mike Diamond
PS.1 courtyard, 22-25 Jackson
Ave at 46th Ave. $10.LIC
residents who can provide
proof of residence in any of the
LICzip codes (11101,11102,
11103,11104,11105,11106
or11109) are admitted free
with one guest.

o City Dog Lounge

Owning a pet usually breeds a
predilection for spending oodles of
cash on adorable chew toys, stylish
collars and even sweaters for four-
legged beasts. You can indulge all of
these desires and pick up kibble, too, at
this cheery spot where the owner’s
friendly cats usually sun themselves in
the windows. 5-29 50th Ave between
Vernon Blvd and 5th St (718-707-
3027). Mon—Fri 9am-9pm; Sat Yam—
7pm; Sun 11am—7pm.

o Court Square Wine & Spirits
This neighborhood newcomer features
an extensive collection of some 425
international and domestic wines.
They’ve also got all your hard-liquor
needs covered. 24-20 Jackson Ave
between Court Sq and Pearson Sq (718-
707-9911). Mon, Tue 11am—8pm;
Wed—Sat 11am—9pm; Sun noon—6pm.

e Hunter’s Point Wines & Spirits
Gregarious shop owner Paul Huston
has opened the hood’s sleekest wine
shop yet; check out the biodynamic
wines, the varied and extensive catalog
of spirits, and say hello to Huston’s
sleepy Weimaraner. 47-07 Vernon
Blvd at 47th Ave (718-472-9463).
Mon—Thu 10am-9pm, Fri, Sat 10am—
10pm; Sun noon—8pm.

O Just Things

If you can handle a bit of dust, you'll
unearth secondhand treasures such as
Brooke Shields dolls, Nixon-era posters
and vintage glassware, among other
kitschy relics. This thrift shop’s chain-
smoking owner is also a throwback to
tough-talking dames of the '40s. 47-28
Vernon Blvd at 47th Rd (718-786-
3675). Wed—Sat noon-5pm.

© Longlsland City Farmers’ Market
It might not rival Union Square’s
behemoth Greenmarket, but this
outdoor bazaar—open rain or shine—
sure beats scrounging for unbruised
peaches at the bodega. Snap up the
season’s bounty of produce, and pick
up artisanal breads and jams while
you'reat it. 48th Ave at Vernon Blvd,
Saturdays Sam—3pm, Jul-Nov.

© M&J Florist

This local floral decorator usually
carries up to 15 different types of
blooms—including roses, lilies,
snapdragons, irises, mums and asters—
and can whip up fragrant creations for
office lobbies and weddings, or justa
simple bouquet for your home. 12-07
Jackson Ave at 48th Ave (718-706-
7260). Mon—Sat 10am—7pm.

o Next Level Floral Design
Turn your cactus collection into a lush
indoor jungle curated by this nature
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depot. Its amazing selection of
specimen plants includes palm trees
and weeping ficus, many of which have
graced the sets of Silvercup Studios.
The friendly staff can also whip up
exotic arrangements for folks with a
black thumb. 47-30 Vernon Blvd at
47th Rd (718-937-1155). Mon—Fri
7am—7pm, Sat 7am—5pm.

o Purple Pumpkin Stationery
This quaint shop offers a surprisingly
varied selection of cards from Papyrus
and gifts including Pré de Provence
lotions and soaps, food baskets,
children’s books, journals and balloons.
They also print custom wedding
invitations. 4 7-14 Vernon Blvd between
47th Ave and 47th Rd (718-784-7300).
Mon—Fri 10am—7pm; Sat 10am-5pm.

o Slovak-Czech Varieties

Never mind the fall of Eastern European
Communism: This ethnic department
store makes the ancién regime cool again
with old-school snacks and industrial-
looking housewares that share space
with a funky mix of cheap gifts and glass
knickknacks. Don’t miss the back room
filled with retro wooden toys. 10-59
Jackson Ave between 49th and 50th Aves
(718-752-2093). Mon—Fri 11:30am—
7:30pm, Sat, Sun 11am-5pm.

@ Spokesman Cycles

Bikers from Greenpoint, Astoria and
Williamsburg, along with the nabe’s
various wheel-powered residents, flock
to this superfriendly joint to repair flat
tires, pick up Uvex helmets and procure
secure Kryptonite locks. 49-04 Vernon
Blvd at 49th Ave (718-433-0450). Daily
10am—7pm.

@ subdivision Boutique
Toeing the line between art gallery and
clothing shop, this industrial-chic spot

exhibits paintings by local creatives and
offers a slew of cutting-edge wares,
including Brooklyn-based Sovereign
Beck’s natty printed ties and
NatureVsFuture’s eco-chic dresses. 48-
18 Vernon Blvd at 48th Ave (718-482-
1899). Mon 2—-6pm, Tue—Sat
noon—10pm, Sun noon—7pm.

@ Vine Wines

Owner Talitha Whidbee’s popular
neighborhood wine store offers
Wednesday wine tastings, which vary
from kitschy concepts like “Think pink
and drink rosé” toan annual sake
tasting. The shop’s website helpfully
includesa list of local BY O restaurants.
12-09 Jackson Ave at 48th Ave (718-
433-2611, vine-wine.com). Mon 4—
10pm, Sat noon—10pm; Sun noon—"7pm.

Next Level Floral Design





